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# 420 York Road.

That Towson had an importent commercial center during the Victorian
era is proven by the many buildings along York Road which exhibit physical
features of that period. Many of the buildings such as this one at # h20
were originally designed to have a shop on the first level with a living
space above.
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.

420 chk:ﬁoa@ iz 8 two story "1ck building of common bond petiern. The roof is
flat. The basic lavout is rectangular .
g 2 baye wide. ?bere ig 8 1 story vrojection also 2 bays wide.
The storefront is on this vrojection. The roof of the projection has sllgﬁtly OVEx -
hanging eaves with a series of dentils beTOW the eaves. On the second story there are-
two 8/ 8 sash windows. Thege have plain trim and flat srches of wood. There is o
heavy cornice and deeonly overhanging eaves on the second story. The cornice is
tracketed., Starting at the northern end, there is a large heavily cerved bracket, -
Tive smull and less ornste brackets, snother large bracket, five more small brackets
and =2 12l large brazcket on the southern corner.

”umbev 420 ‘sits Flush with the building to the north. Its eaves,
shightly above this neighboring building's roof. On the south side, th
faces what used to be an alley. This hos since been enclosed. There wz
this encloged allev, but it has since been blocked in., The enclosure i
leaving the second story severate from the neighboring building. 1o

The cornice and eaves of both the vrojection and of the main block continue
slightly around on 1o the wou%h Pocade. The dentils continue on the lower cornice,

The west facade 1

s .

however, overheng
he buzldznw

g a door into

g 1 gtory tell,

and the gecond story cornics isg dPOQ““tP@ with two large breckets on either eide
of o smell bracket. Lateral tension rods with S~brackets are noticeable on this fe ' le.
On the second sztory of this ﬂouﬁhern iuc“ﬂa there is & 6/6 sash window end o
door, reached by en exterior staircese. At the top of the ”i“lT is & 1anding,
protected by a shed roof, Fext to this landing zre two exterior chimney
A einder block proj@cﬁicn? 3 batys deep ond 1 story high, projeevts wouuh Prom
the mein block. The Enclosed slley ends at the wolnt the nrojection begins. Windows
of the projection heave been blocked in.

g})

On the west focade, there is a2 door on the northern end of the nrojection.
indows here have aleo been blocked in. On the second étory there is @ 6/6 sagh

window and a door.

n

Interior : ;

The basement is & Pull basement but with a much lower ceiling then nost
encountered in Towson. There is o crawl space under the clndar block addition.

44 the western end of the basement, walking erea is limited to & walkwey about 3 -
fept across flanked on elther side by brlck platforms which stand about 2 Teet bigha
The foundations sre of uncoursed stone. Timbers =t the northern end apveasr to have
been through & fire. There is evidence of windows in the southern wall and in en
interior pertition sbout in the center of the house. This window is now vpisected

by enother interior wall.

Virtuslly no originel meterisl remeing on the Ffirsl story. An sntigque radiator
with & vressed floral pattern site in the hallway. There is evidence of a transonm
over the door which has since been blocked in.

Vpre original materisl hes remeined on the second story. The hail and bathroom
are peneled with- tongue and groove boards. Most doors are 4-pe nel doorg snd several
hove knobs with & pressed floral pattern. Doorways have simvle mouldlngs. The door
to the closet hos o door with four raised panels. There is no evidence, but
sneculation %uggawtg that an interior StﬁlTW?V may have been housed in whet is now
the chbboards

6]

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
420 York Road is significe
docunentation of another ers
of the congtructive reuse of der building.
The second story dis 2 thica exemole of & Viet
Tlat roof, cornice and brackets sre 211 choracteris

(J

L O
]
3 c+

for both its architectural det iling and for its
3 S t

ta its
Towson's history. This building is slso representative

]
HH

rian commercial building. The
this tyve of building. Bhe
storefront on the first story anovesrs to be less mod an others in the Llooka
The use of the dentile on this front is a continuztion of = cornice design begun
during the Greek Revivel and that remained vopular throughout the 19tk century.
This building, along with other buildings on the block, are visual documents of
£ eetscane of Towson. It helvs to make clesr the annearance of the downtown
rict at the turn of the century. In this way. number 420 is a niece of
¥y = indicative of the st and a part of the present.
front Tacade of the building has been handled sens sitively with a view to
and making use of the old meterisls. The Juxtaposition of the 0ld and +
congruous --— rathbr, complementary. The continued use of +this ouildin{
facade is & fine exemole of the architectural compatibility of the old
when cerefully designed,

o

‘r

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Various land records (see title search)

CONTINUE QN SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE v COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[81F ORM PREPARED BY e

NAME / TITLE WAYNE L. NIELD, U}
Druscille Mull/ HISTORIC TOWSON, INCs

ORGANIZATION ) DATE
Historic Towson/Coucher Collepe 1/26/18

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Dulene¥y Valley Hoad

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Towson Veryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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TITLE SEARGH

OWNERS LIBER /FOLIO
Present Owner. 4., J. Woyne Jackson (1r 975/294)

Bought property Ffrom Thomss W, Offutt, Jr. by deed dat
11, 1936,

ed June

TI. Thomas W. Offutt, Jr. (wr 21/283)
Inherited vroverty from Thomes ¥. OfLfutt, Sr.

IIT, Thomes W. Offutt, Sr. (1r 214/341)
Bought proverty from Hosh B, 0ffutt, attorney for Williem Lee
by deed dated July 1%, 1913.

IV, Willism L. Lee (xm 324/501)
Received mortmwgp on o%ovewty from Samuel Collings, Jr. by
norigage dated Sentember 445 1809,

V. Samuel Collings, Jr. (1r 265/ 323)
Bought vroverty from . Harrieg Collings by deed dated
Yovember 17, 1502.

¥I. Co Harris Collings
~Inherited proverty from Samuel Collings Sr.

VII. Samuel Collings, Sr. (1r 62/169)
Bought property from John Rutter by deed dated Avril 1, 1869

o e e -
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